Topcroft Parish Council


Minutes from Topcroft Parish Council meeting held on Monday, 20th January 2014 from 8pm in Topcroft Pavilion

Present:  Trevor Potter, Hazel Francis, Caroline Moulton, Jane Andrews (Chair), Step Dye

Also present:  Murray Gray and John Frost 
It was agreed in the absence of a permanent clerk that Hazel would take the minutes of this meeting.

1.  Apologies:  Steven Robertson

2.  Minutes from the meeting held on 20th November 2013 were agreed and signed as a true and accurate record of events

3.  Matters Arising:  

a. Adoption of Standing Orders:  This it to be held over to the next meeting.

b. Speed Limit changes: The chair has had no response from Bob Edwards so this item will also be held over to the next meeting.

c. Main Sewerage:  This item will remain on the agenda until the appointment of a new clerk.

d. Highways:  The roads have been swept by a locally paid contractor.

e. Footpaths:  As the footpaths haven’t been walked due to the weather it was agreed this item should also be on the March agenda.

f. Planning process:  This item will be held over until the next meeting .

4.  Planning:

a. The TCI application is being heard on the 29th January at South Norfolk Council at 10am.           Action:  Trevor agreed to go along to represent Topcroft Parish Council.
a. Springwood application:  The application is proceeding through the planning system.

5.  Finance

a. Precept:  Following discussion on plans to donate to the church kitchen, replace notice boards, other repairs and replacements it was proposed by Hazel and seconded by Caroline and agreed by all to keep the precept at the existing amount of £2,000.  The form was signed by the chair and Hazel as clerk for the meeting and councillor and would be hand delivered to the Council the next day by Hazel as Jane had arranged for a one day extension to the deadline to allow us to agree the figures at this meeting.

b. Cheque number 377 for £120.83 + VAT, the cost of framing a copy of an 1807 map of Topcroft.  John Frost will keep the original.                                                                              Action:  Trevor is to ask the Sportsfield committee for approval to hang this in the pavilion.  

6.  District Council Report:  Murray advised that the Council is also looking at its budget currently and hopes to freeze its charges to households.  Also, it is considering every voting age individual registering themselves on to the electoral role.  Gypsy and traveller sites are also being sought again by the Council.  The new recycling system allowing a larger variety of items to be recycled should start operation in September this year.

7.  Village Issues

a. Sportsfield Report:  Trevor reported on two successful events:  Christmas Bingo and a race night.  Forthcoming events include a mouse racing night and the Easter Bingo, although dates were not available at this time.  The Country Day is to go ahead on the 22nd June.

b. Dog Bins:  These are still not being emptied and have not been done since before Christmas.  Action:  Trevor is to take this matter up with the relevant department.
8.  Replacement Parish Clerk:  Advertisements have been placed in local establishments and various publications.  It was agreed that in the interim, bank statements, post including planning applications etc should be redirected to Jane, who already has the parish council laptop and is dealing with all email correspondence.  The replacement parish clerk is to be an agenda item for the next meeting. Action:  Jane will contact the various authority to change the addresses.
9.  Correspondence:  This will be passed round in the usual way starting with Trevor.

10.  Meeting dates:  It was agreed to retain the meeting dates as the third Monday alternative months.  The next meeting date will be 17th March, however, the AGM will be held on May 12th at 7.30am.

11 AOB

Trevor said the roads were very muddy and wet.  Action:  Jane will contact the ranger

Trevor suggested the surplus mud was removed and then have the roads swept two to three times next winter.  Hazel disagreed as the banks on Barford Road have already worn back from the edge of the road by over half a metre and taking away more won’t help.  This is to be an agenda item for the next meeting.

Caroline suggested we have a website as she runs one for another organisation which is quite easy to maintain and set up and she will look into costs etc for the next meeting.  

Broadband speed.  Peter had suggested to Jane that as there are not enough spare lines spare currently and some may be brought in for the newly built low cost housing that we should ask BT to consider bringing in more lines.  It was agreed this was a very good idea.  Murray advised that there is a talk in Denton Village Hall about Broadband for Norfolk on 25th March at 7.30pm.                Action:  Jane to ask Peter to take on this task.
Resignation:  Jane advised that Hazel has resigned wef AGM.  Jane is also considering the same action.  The process for replacing councillors is now to start.

The meeting was brought to a close at 9.22pm.

